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DRAFT 


Mr. Carlton W, Laird 
City Manager 
City of Bay City 
Bay City, Michigan 48706 

Dear Mr. Laird: 

This is in response to your letter of April 26, 1977 to the President 
concerning CIA activities in this country. 

As you know, the President, by his public statements and actions, hv. 
made clear his deep concern for human rights. Your expression of suppor' 
for his policy on human rights is appreciated. 

The President is deeply committed to the proposition that no agency oi 
the United States Government shall violate basic human rights, whether 
in this country or abroad. At the same time, he is concerned that there are 
so many unfounded accusations of improper activities by United States intel - 
ligence agencies. The maintenance of an effective foreign intelligence system 
is essential to protecting United States interests and responsibilities in the 
world, which will continue to be challenged for the foreseeable future by 
strong and potentially hostile powers. The Central Intelligence Agencv is 
the hub of our foreign intelligence system. Whatever questionable activities 
may have occurred in the past, the CIA and our other intelligence agencies 
are now governed by strict directives and guidelines to assure that thev coni in. 
themselves to their authorized missions. There is also effective oversight 
to assure that, should they violate these guidelines, prompt corrective action 
can be taken and sanctions imposed on those at fault. 

Thank you for your expression of concern. I am confident that as you 
observe the policies and actions of this administration in foreign affairs vou 
will become convinced of its respect for human rights and the rule of law. 

Sincerely, 


Robert Lipshutz 
Counsel to the President 
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To ‘ The Honorable James Carter 

April°26^ " 19 77^ ' City Mana ^r, city of Bay city, l ; chi,.,-, 
Subject: CIA should have no Place in a democracy. 


, By direction of the President: 

■ <>;; ■ . .. • . 

& Robert Lipshutz 

Counsel to the President 


Approved For Release 2004/03/15 : CIA-RDP80M00165A00220006001 1-3 
(Department or Agency copy) 



UNCLASSIFI ED 


CONFIDENTIAL 


SECRE T 


Approved For Release 2004/03/15 : C4&-RDP80M00165A00220006001 1-3 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

Routing Slip 



j ACTION 

INFO 

DATE 

INITIAL 

1 

DCI ^ 




2 

DDCI | 




3 

D/DCI/IC 





4 

DDS&T 





5 

DDI 





6 

DDA 





7 

DDO 





a 

D/DCI/NI 





9 

GC 

X 




10 

LC 





n 

IG 





12 

Compt 




i 

13 

D/Pers 





14 

D/S 



1 

15 

DTR 





16 

Asst/ DCI 





17 

AO/ DCI 





18 

C/IPS 





19 

DCI/SS 





20 

D/EE0 





21 






22 







SUSPENSE 


Data I 

! ( 

Remarks: Received the attached today. We are not 1 

going to make the "72-hour" deadline. Have someone 
let me know how long it will take and I will phone 

oyer. Please prepare a final letter f or Mr 

Lipshutz' signature for conveyance. | 


Approved For Release 2004/03/15 : CIA-RDP80M(TO ? l^^p^(j 1 6001 1 -3 

3437 ( 7 - 76 ) ' 


STAT 


Dot* 





April 26, 1977 


The Honorable James Carter 
President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Carter: 


1 haje written previously expressing my support for your concern 
with human rights. I am enclosing copy of excerpts from two 
P ications that fairly well document the violations of human 
rights in this country by the CIA. I feel that we must protect 
human rights m this country as well , since our actions do speak 
th t WOTds : T » opinion, there is no higher priority 

suffici^ Its actions have been 
sufficiently documented and it should have no place in a democ- 


Sinct 


y outs , 


C§irl ton'W . // Lai rdi ~dity[ Manager 
CITY OF BAY CITY, MICHIGAN 


cl:vm 

enc. 


I 
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Bribery and Human Rights 


“People are nevermore 
Insecure than when 
they become obsessed 
with their fears at die 
expense of their 
dreams. . . 


T 

Ahk editor and the star reporter 
of The Washington Post, Ben Bradlec and Bob 
Woodward, were recently called by President Carter 
for a private discussion. The President had learned 
from White House aides that the Post was prepar- 
ing to publish a story revealing that the CIA had 
been making secret payments, amounting to mil- 
lions of dollars, to heads of foreign governments. 
Of particular concern to the President was the ef- 
fect of such a disclosure on the then imminent visit 
of Secretary of State Cyrus Vance to Jordan for 
the purpose of bolding key discussions with King 
Hussein. Since the king had been a recipient of the 
secret payments, the President feared that Vance’s 
mission would be severely compromised by the 
disclosure. 

Rather than make a direct request to kill the 
story, the President wanted to leave the decision to 
publish up to The Washington Post. In the event the 
Post decided to run the story, however, the Presi- 
dent expressed the hope that publication would be 
delayed until after the meeting with King Hussein. 

The Post decided to publish. President Carter 
then issued a statement deploring the failure of the 
media to respect confidentiality on sensitive gov- 
ernment matters. He said that the disclosures were 
damaging to the foreign policy of the United States. 
Moreover, he defended the secret payments as 
“legitimate and proper" in the light of national- 
security considerations. 

Two additional questions of public policy are 
posed by this incident. One concerns the propriety 
of die disclosures about the CIA by the press. 
The second concerns the moral and historical 
issues raised by the seCret CIA payments. 

On the first issue: The Washington Post did what 
it is supposed to do. Anyone who believes that a 
free press should not report to the American people 
on something as startling or outrageous as under- 
cover payments to officials of other governments 
betrays a basic misunderstanding of what the press 
in a free society is all about. The secret payments 
are not chargeable to Jimmy Carter, since they 
were made before he came to office; but it is sur- 
prising nonetheless that he appears to be more 
concerned about the leaks than about the bribes. It 
was not The Washington Post that made the secret 
payments; it was the government itself. If the 
United States was embarrassed by the disclosures, 
the President should put the blame on the bribers — 
not on the press. Even if it were true that the main 
problem was caused by the disclosure and not 
the deed, the government would still have only 
itself to blame — for thinking that anything as rep- 

ApfMeatteisl Efitr ReJteaae ^04$3/>1i§rc<£tA-iRpP8 


ments to heads of state world no > ■ nut into 
the open sooner or later 

The President came to of ice o ' gt moral 
platform. A defense of uni rrrov i : - 'merits is 
hardly the way to build on th. t plaw »r N ar docs 
the President strengthen him elf 01 i - 12 ion by 
invoking national security as justifi ;; 1 r for cor- 
rupt practices. If it is proper or th *- i>ec States 
to commit a breach in the na-ne of ; > nna! secu- 
rity, why is it not proper for the S -' -r Irion or 
Uganda to justify violations ol huma a 1 ! is on the 
same grounds? The President desc; v , full credit 
for championing the cause of hums 1 si ts m the 
world; but if he takes the position ut national 
security is an acceptable excuse for ,1 u- p tyoffs, 
why is it not an acceptable excuse t 1 ■ erial of 
human rights? 

The easiest way for a nation o des r , . ,e f is’to 
make nations! securit, ths hi, best < .< I; deed, 
people are never more insecure th; r •sber they 
become obsessed with their fea s at tb t mense of 
their dreams, or when the abil-’.v to i- > becomes 
more important than the things wort' , 1 n • for. 


I 


Lt has been said. 1 </*'er«e of 

the secret payments by the Cl A that t • e is very 
little difference between allocat ng m ■; mblicly 
through our foreign-aid progran and i 1. mnnev 
under the table to heads of stab The t > T ie with 
this argument is that a basic ciistino ' u t he 
made between public payments t > govt r i;.itv and 
secret payments to individuals. \ pul l tryment 
to a government is within the ! iw A • • r Pay- 
ment to an individual is outsid the < . Toney 
given secretly to an individual ct o be t s • * r per- 
sonal purposes. The Japanese g, vernr si as ex- 
perienced a major crisis becau ;e of 1 s-i heed’s 
secret payments to officials. Why lo six I *i m-nts 
become “proper" just because at unde > >.e I’.S. 
agency does the paying'* If the e is i 1 -rg im- 
proper about international briber win n I I S. 
Department of Justice now inves igatin.; « n ru nts 
by the South Korean government to r « 1 x-rs of 
the United States Congress? Is la . son c > • t-at 

can be expanded or contracted f mer n 

situation? 

Things have to be called by t- eii ri 1 
A secret payment to an individu d is • 1 
law. The CIA has been engaged s 1 brib - 
is no way under the Constitutic i to 1 
funds in this manner. W'hat is v orse . 
that the President of the United St; res b? 
the practice. 

It is possible that the President was 1.1 
vised and that he acted hastily. If ,o. it 
late to put things in order. The I rcsidf 
take the United States out of the I irsinc 
of bribery but of subversion, assac^mptie 
the other covert operations that do more \ < < *t 

our history than harm to our adver: rties * - c- 
Carter’s agenda for America is too moor ,1 r h 
* m-And t^s, . 


wires, 
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The Carter Challenges 

This is third of a series on problems faced by President 
Carter. The first two dealt with energy and the “military- 
industrial complex.” A later newsletter will present the 
crisis of food and agriculture. 

CONTROL OF POWER IN THE Cl A— What the President 
may not know is that the CIA is willing to operate illegally and 
has control of powerful instruments — thugs to assassinate and 
rob, secret armed forces (the Miami Herald reports the CIA 
maintained “the third largest navy in the Western hemisphere” 
near Miami), funds with which to bribe politicians and the 
media, and tools for mass propaganda. Its work is protected by 
secrecy and an agreement with the Justice Department not to 
prosecute employees engaged in illicit operations for the CIA. It 
has almost unlimited funds and access to military supplies. 


THE PRESIDENT'S RESPONSIBILITY - Hnen Carter 
came to the White House, he seemed determin. 5 to bring the 
agency under control and wipeout some of its .> j rations. This 
was indicated when he named Theodore Sorei < t as director, 
for Sorensen shared President Kennedy’s dismay nd ineerwith 
the CIA after the Bay of Pigs. Sorense i in J i i Obi wrote 
National Security Action Memorandum i5: in c •: „ it closed 
down covert operations. 

But Carter was startled by the power o the ( I lonbv which 
forced Sorensen to withdraw. He has row hoc . .1 away. He 
tried to persuade the Washington Post not to put I: t i ^formation 


April 15, 1977 Tristram Coffin, Editor © 1977 The Washington Spectator, Inc. v i u re 3, No. 7 

CIA, the Hidden Trap 


I ike a steel trap hidden among the fallen leaves, a mecha- 
j nism exists that could convert the US into a tight dictator- 
ship. It is the CIA, which The Nation describes as “a tool for 
domestic subversion.” The Church committee found that the 
intelligence apparatus repeatedly violated the “First Amend- 
ment rights of American citizens." and the Association of 
the Bar of New York states that many CIA operations were 
“patently unconstitutional.” 

A danger is that President Carter, with the best of intentions, 
will be manipulated into becoming an apologist for the agency 
on the grounds of “national security.” Examples: 

• A federal grand jury has been investigating former CIA 
director Richard Helms for. alleged peijury to Congress. Presi- 
dent Carter was asked at a news conference whether he would 
supply the grand jury with CIA documents. Instead of saying, 
“Yes, justice must be served,” Carter said his decision would 
be based on whether the documents “affect our national securi- 
ty.” The documents involve US intervention in Chile. 

• The CIA director. Admiral Stansfield Turner, suggests 
criminal penalties for airing “sensitive information.” This 
raises the specter of the Government using “national security” 
as an excuse to hide its own dirty linen and jail investigative 
reporters or conscientious civil servants who reveal mistakes. 
Almost any information can be stamped “sensitive” to hide 
evils. 

President Carter’s response was that he would “minimize the 
use of criminal penalties.” 

• The President told the same news conference, “1 think that 
the Church committee has not found any evidence that the US 
was involved in the overthrow of the Allende Government in 
Chile.” This is not true, and indicates that Carter has been . 
’poorly briefed by intelligence officers. 


According to the Senate committee the « s ) as opened 
nearly 250,000 first-class letters, set up a corne r rized index of 
nearly 1.5 million names, spied on mo e tha i O ' 1 peace and 
other protest groups in America, and keot vol u ^ui files on 
7,200 citizens. By private report, the CIA v s involved in 
“elimination” projects within the US. '“Eli n latior” is the 
intelligence word for murder.) 

The CIA is not under any spec die corn ol, or a i :a.st not when 
the Church committee was investigating The a * .died “Forty 
Committee,” created to oversee the ag ney. i : roved only a 
“small fraction” of CIA covert jobs. 

Checks and Balancer. Far 

“The constitutional system of checks and t fences has 
not adequately controlled intelligent e acta e, Until 
recently the executive branch has neither ce rioted the- 
scope of permissible activities norest; blisht d i ■cedures 
for supervising intelligence activities. Jongt a . has tailed 
to exercise sufficient oversight, seldom qua riming the 
use to which its appropriations were oeing u 

“The First Amendment protects tl e right nr Ameri- 
cans to engage in free and open discus , ions t ( io associ- 
ate with persons of their choosing. Ir elligen e agencies 
have, on occasion, expressly attempt d to mi • tere with 
those rights. . . . The Government s sura I lance ac- 
tivities in the aggregate . . . tend, as he coir c ittee con- 
cludes, to deter the exercise of First A nendr it i nghtsby 
American citizens . . .” 

— Senate Select Committee on Int lligei c A. tirities 

The agency has threatened Congressmen wu ongnt to ex- 
pose its illegal operations. Chairman C tis Pha it the Select 
Committee on Intelligence told the H luse if : hreats made 
against him. The CIA counsel allegedly told if committee- 
chief of staff, “Pike will pay for this, you w; it -i., see. I am 
serious. There will be political retaliation tor t hi . We will 
destroy him for this [the committee rept rtj ” 
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reporters, “I have not found anything illegal or improper” in 
what the Times called “the more controversial activities of the 
agency.” 

Again, there is a chance the President is not being correctly 
informed, for CIA files have a report last year by then Director 
William E. Colby admitting that “the agency engaged in illegal 
.domestic spying on American citizens” and at least three 
burglaries. (Los Angeles Times) 


The Failure of Intelligence 

“The basic thrust of our report is that despite the 
billions of dollars expended on it, despite the genius of the 
scientists who work in our intelligence community and the 
. dedication and occasional bravery of the men working 
within our intelligence community, despite its occasional 
small successes, in every single instance in which we 
compared what our intelligence community was predict- 
ing with what really happened, our intelligence commu- 
nity failed. 

“If the CIA and the State Department couid provide, 
digest and analyze objective intelligence as well as they 
can plant stories in the media, lead the Congress around, 
and put the secret stamp on their embarrassments, horrors 
and failures, we could all sleep better at night.” 

— Rep. Otis G. Pike, Chairman, House 
Intelligence Committee 


A LOOK AT THE RECORD — The CIA has been engaged in 
such “illegal” or “improper” operations as: 

• “The CIA hired two mobsters, Sam Giancana and Johnny 
Rosselli, to murder Cuban Premier Fidel Castro, provided them 
with lethal poison for that purpose, and offered S 1 50,000 for the 
job.” (The American Police State by David Wise) 

• The CIA built up a cache of lethal chemicals and “in direct 
defiance of a Presidential order . . . failed to destroy its stocks 
of deadly poisons, including cobra venom and enough shellfish 
toxin to kill 55,000 people.” (The American Police State ) 

• The CIA “helped engineer” or was close to individuals 
mixed up in assassination plots against: President Gamel Abdul 
Nasser in the 1950s; Rafael Trujillo of the Dominican Republic, 
gunned down in May 1961; South Vietnam’s President Ngo 
Dinh Diem, shot in 1963; “Papa Doc” Duvalier of Haiti whose 
paiace was bombed in 1963. (Newsweek) 

• Allen Dulles and his assistant, Richard Bissell, set up “a 
project for research into developing means for overthrowing 
foreign political leaders, including a capability to perform as- 
sassinations,” according to the Senate study Chicago-based 
Mafia figures were to be used in this project known as ZR/ 
RIFLE. 

• The CIA, perhaps unwittingly, served as a cover for a drug 
smuggling operation. A CIA-backed Chinese Nationalist Army 
unit in Burma raised opium poppies, transported opium in 
armed caravans to Thailand where it was converted into mor- 
phine and heroin. The product was then smuggled out, some- 
times in CIA-controlled planes. 

A TIME FOR QLIESTIONS — The time has come to ask 
basic questions. Of what value are covert operations? 

In the CIA’s own mythology, its most successful covert 
operation was the overthrow of Premier Mohammed Mos- 
sadegh of Iran and raising the Shah to power in 1953. 


derring-do led by Kermit Roosevelt, soi ot th< t n. h Rider; its 
aim was to keep the Soviet Union fr >m gnl n v> man's oil 
reserves with the help of theTudeh (Cor muni t t mine) party. 

The facts are less heroic. The chief n over w. , nut Roosevelt 
but a Polish emigre. The Tudeh Party v as tot- nari and impo- 
tent to be a major factor. The USSR was not abc .t tangle with 
the US over Iran's oil. The real reason x : Mossadegh 
nationalized the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. and tot. o*er the large 
Abadan refinery on the Persian Gulf. V hen the > -noke cleared, 
the real winners were five American oil giants - Gutf, Standard 
Oil of New Jersey, Standard Oil of ’alifo r j. Texaco and 
Mobil. In the new shuffle they obtainec 40*7 p > r e Iranian oil, 
while Anglo-Iranian’s share was pared down t c b 

Today the Shah, pushed into powe by ir e US given un- 
counted millions through the CIA, is me lead i * uromoter of 
higher crude oil prices for which Anericars at the gas 
pump. These extra costs have gone to bt * me ' ! u den in arms 
Iran has ordered from the US since 197 2. Thi inner has been 
the ^“military-industrial complex.” 

In 1954, the CIA engineered a co ip ag.u m Guatemalan 
President Jacobo Arbenz Guzman, on thi grout c lut his regime 
had many Communists in it. Actually. A benz ■ .-1 with the US 
in the UN and was generally cooperative Howe v • tie threatened 
to expropriate lands belonging to the Unred F t t < >. 

Another CIA feat was a massive < tfort c i>-; vent Com- 
munists from winning elections in Ital\ Mor e > s toured in 
and secret deals made to keep the Christ mDe n tints n power. 
To what avail? The Communist Party is oday t tecond largest 
in Italy, thanks to the corruption and it tfficit n v of the Chris- 
tian Democrats; it is also the most pert stent - rc - Communist 
critic of Moscow. 

Italian journalist Oriana Fallaci tot i Clf ) rector Colby 
during an interview, “I remind you that t is yea \r ericans who 
throw countries into the arms ot the G •mmu ii t . iways. It is 
you who buy and corrupt and protect all he fas : t - me world. 
America, Mr. Colby, is the biggest nanm i m-r of Com- 
munists in the world.” (London Sunda .- Tint, < 

THE INTELLIGENCE GATHERS G— f i m- doubts the 
importance of having accurate knowlec :e of ' v it i > happening 
around the world and in trouble areas The a c.moii is, how 
valuable is CIA’s intelligence?' 

The record is spotty. As the House ntelli •< i:r Committee 
found, much of the intelligence is fau! v and \ , ; S, And even 
when the intelligence was exceptionally accur ii , officials have 
either not seen it or failed to act on it. Cxampf , 

• The CIA correctly predicted that Chin: o_ d enter the 
Korean War if General MacArthur n oved :s vond the 38th 
parallel. MacArthur said the CIA die n’t k>< v wh.n it was 
talking about and, in effect, dared Pr siden m nan to stop 
him. Truman backed down, and U'S tro< os we rt night in a trap 
at Unsan. 

• In Vietnam, the military repeated v reft s i t = accept the 
CIA’s estimates of enemy strength. In Harp i >. ortner CIA 
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correct, was ridicule?! ’Ey Army authorities. 

CONTROLS ON THE CIA — Are there strong enough con- 
trols on the CIA? Since the agency's activities are' veiled in 
secrecy and Congress has refused to break through the mesh the 
CIA could become the tool either of the President or of’ ex- 
tremists within the agency itself. 

• A former CIA officer, Harry Rosizke, using Angola as an 
example, showed how the agency has become the President’s 
secret military establishment, and makes war without benefit of 
Congress. He wrote in the Washington Post : ‘ 'The President and 
the Secretary of State [Kissinger] were convinced that the Con- 
gress would not agree with their Angolan policy and would not 
supply the required funds. Secret funds provided the way out 
The use of covert actions, not to achieve a fore.gn purpose in 
secret but to evade Congressional scrutiny, degrades the coven 
instrument into a domestic political tool." 

Lack of control over the CIA was also shown when the US 
bombed Indonesia in ! 958 in the hope of overthrowing Sukarno 

?So ga /^L Wh rl n , WC launched a “ secret w ar” against Laos in the 
lyoOs. (The Philippine Foreign Affairs Minister told me that US 
planes bound for Indonesia flew from air bases m his country 
and he had protested to Washington.) 


To Bribe or Not to Bribe 

The New York Times has come out itwo-square for 
bnbe^. The fact that it did so ‘uneasily’ justifies the 
qualification that the paper was only demi-forthright in its 
statement that ‘qualified discretion [to bribe] is preferable 
to unqualified morality.’ In the wake of recent allegations 
that the CIA has for years kept King Hussein, Willy 
Brandt, the President of Venezuela, the ex-President of 
Chile, among others, on its secret payroll, the Times 
comes out for a complicated policy that might be called 
Pragmatic Bribery in Lieu of War, to be supervised by the 
President himself, complete with ‘guidelines’. 

All one needs to do, to be persuaded of the falseness 
of the argument, is to reverse the coin, so to speak, and 
imagine the bribing intervention of a foreign country in 
the politics of the US. If any of our friends or adversaries 
decided that some ’discreet' bribery of candidate X was 
needed to beat the troublesome candidate Y, would the 
Times then smugly conclude that the bribery was justified 
because ‘in a volatile world, the need for flexibility is 
great ? J 

— The Nation 


. TO REIGN INTELLIGENCE — The lack of control is glaring 
• m foreign intelligence groups which are an adjunct of CIA like 
the Korean KCIA and the Iranian SAVAK. Thev have been 
funded, trained, equipped and directed through the CIA and are 
instalments of tyranny for President Park Chung Hee’and the 
Shah. Tad Szulc writes in the New York Times Magazine Tn its 
16 years of existence, the Korean intelligence agency has earned 
above all a reputation as one of the most brutal and venal 
security services in the world." 

d S e E n C bv th7| A h N ^ THE CI ^ Intelligence operations are hid- 
den by the a ibi of nahonal security. ” Some might better be in 
the open. Why wasn t the money for King Hussein put in the 
oreign aid bill and voted upon by Congress, instead of slipped 
under the table by the CIA? F 


violation of the Constitution: “No mon 
the Treasury, but in Consequence of f- 
Law; and a regular Statement and Accc 
Expenditures of all public Monev shall 
to time.” (Article I, Section 8) 


OUR RECOMMENDATIONS— So 

is needed. But it should be tightly cor 
^ The President and/or Congress sh 
“national security” as a guideline. Ob 
excuse overthrowing the elected presid 
campaign contributor (ITT) or bombing 
fit of rubber and'oil multinationals. 

• Covert operations shall he forbidt 
time. This is specified in the “Omnibu 
nity Reorganization and Reform Bill 
Ronald V. Dellums (D-Cal.), a member 
Armed Services Committees. 

° No covert operations within the Uf 

citizens will be allowed. 

• No funds shall be used to pay Amt 
gymen, public officers or educators, ot t 
US media or public groups. 

• The CIA shall not subsidize emigre 
contracts with persons having criminal r 

• All funds for intelligence operat 
emments cooperating with the US shall b 
specific appropriation bills, and no fund 
foreign leaders for their personal use. 

• The CIA shall be required to set u 
checks, so the director will be informed 
and held accountable. 

If the Government expects its dozens a 
sane and moral, it must itself show mtellk 
ship. Justice Louis Brandeis said a half-c 
“Our government is the potem. the om 
good or ill, it teaches the whole people by 
contagious. If the government becomes a 1 
contempt for law; it invites everv man u 
himself; it invites anarchy. ..." 
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• Based on figures from the Federal Energy Administra- 
tion, Environmental Action says that a returnable beverage 
system would have “saved at least 30 to 50 billion cubic feet of 
natural gas last year.” This would “have saved considerably 
more energy than closing schools for thousands of children and 
closing factories which put over a million people out of work.” 

• A gadget that could sell for $10 would save between 
400,000 and 1 million barrels of oil every day. This is a damper 
in the flue which closes when the furnace is nut running. In 
Germany it is standard equipment, and the savings run from 16 
to 30 percent. You can’t buy one in this country, although one 
was patented here 1 1 years ago. Source: Senate Anti-Trust 
Subcommittee. 

• Jacques Cousteau believes the answer to the energy 
crisis is in the sea. He argues: “The main source of solar energy 
is in the ocean. Two-thirds of all the solar energy on earth falls 
into the ocean. The currents concentrate the heat in particular 
places tike the Florida strait, around Japan and the equatorial 
currents.” This source, he believes, could provide tour-fifths or 
the world's energy by the year 2000. 

• Brazil plans to produce 20% of its motor fuel needs 
from natural sources, by fermentation of sugarcane and manioc 
from less than 2% of the country’s land area. Presently, cars 
modified to run on 95% ethanol and 5% water are touring Brazil 
to prove that the mixture is as effective as gasoline. 

• Within five years, the cost of an average home in the 
US will be 578,000, and well out of reach of most Americans. 
The current average price today is $48,000. and families earn- 
ing $20,000 or more are the only ones in the market. Source: 
Karvard-MIT Joint Center for Urban Studies. Co-author Ber- 
nard Friedman states, “The cost squeeze on middle-income 
families is replacing the slum as the major problem in housing in 
this country.” 

• The major Soviet threat to the West is not missiles or 
armies, but the Soviet-bloc debt to Western banks. By 1980, this 
will reach S100 billion. The banks apparently are looking to 
Western governments to bail them out. Source: a study, still 
unpublished, by economist Richard Portes of London Uni- 
versity. 

• The US Navy and its allies have three times the tonnage 
of the Soviet Navy and its allies, according to newly released 
Pentagon studies. The US team has twice the number of ships of 


1 ,000 tons or more. Source: Rep. -~es A.-ain (L - ii ), a mem- 
ber of the House Armed Services Comrr ttee 

• The country with the worst human r i its record in 
the world is — iran. Source: Amnesty int rnatu r i. s leported 
by the British Guardian. 

• Church groups are looking tor Pr -sider , . " -r :o make 
good on his human rights stand by stopping a r • u of terror by 
Nicaragua's dictator, General Somoza, i Wes m t graduate 
and beneficiary of US military aid. 

• The total military costs tucked av av in J : inert Ford’s 
1978 budget, which President Carter has nodi! e .-.omewhat, is 
S170. 3 billion. This is the conclusion of Jame ■> apolitical 
science professor at California State Universi y f has care- 
fully checked “a number of diverse bud et ite a • here mili- 
tary costs are frequently squirreled away. Fo u rip e. Prof. 
Fay discovered that the cost ot retire nent i > >i civilian 
employees of the Defense Department an 1 Vete i ■ Administra- 
tion, an estimated 55.6 billion, was r.oi listed i i 1 entagen 
budget. Source: The Nation. 


Solar Information Ntmbe s 

The Solar Heating and Cooling i ifonr i n Centers 
tells us that the correct toll free nui iber t > i is 800- 
523-2929, or, in Pennsylvania, 800 462-9 9 The ad- 
dress is PO Box 1607, Rockville. M l. 20b 5 


• Sen. James Abourezk (D S D.) las in r t met! a bill to 
stop the buying up of farms by huge cum lorne a .reparations. 
It would prohibit corporations wiih S3 a ; li ion r u i-fann assets 
from engaging in farming. It requires di 'estiti r whtroyears 
for operations now over the $3 millio i hrm . iii. idea is to 
maintain the family farm, the most p oduc r • c lit known. 
Source: the Congressional Record. 

• Educational Facilities Laboratories i < v York pro- 
poses that unused school buildings be cc i verti J to ap artments 
for the elderly. The Christian Scient :• Mo t i comments: 
“Literally thousands of school building have : ;r: abandoned 
in recent years. . . . One argument fort onver i : ,.hool build- 
ings into apartments is that citizens '- ho b i ind paid for 
schools when they were younger shou d be ; u > use those 
buildings when they’re no longer needed tor inrun 
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